
Vermont Housing & Conservation Board 

MINUTES 

By Telephone Conference 

VHCB Conference Room, 58 E. State Street, Montpelier, VT 

Wednesday, August 7, 2018 

 

Board Members (all by telephone): Neil Mickenberg, David Marvin, Emily Wadhams, Sarah 

Carpenter, Clarence Davis (designee of Al Gobeille, AHS), Billy Coster (designee of Julie Moore, 

ANR), Hannah Sessions, Tom Yahn, Diane Bothfeld (designee of Anson Tebbetts, VAAFM), Kate 

McCarthy 

 

VHCB Staff:  Larry Mires, Gus Seelig, Anne Duffy, Elizabeth Egan, Gretchen Rittenhouse, Martin 

Hahn, Marcy Christian, Jen Hollar 

 

Others Present (all by telephone):  Stephanie Lane (Shires Housing); Bob Stevens and Bob Crego 

(M&S Development); Joey Kulkin (Member of the Public) 

 

Neil Mickenberg called the meeting to order at 2:34.  He welcomed people to the meeting.   

 

Public Comment: 

There was no public comment. 

 

Project Presentation: 

Stephanie Lane, Bob Stevens and Bob Crego presented the project.  Bob Stevens gave a general 

update.  They are confident that they have secured the majority of the funding and investment that 

they need to proceed.   There has been strong community and statewide support for the project.   

Bob Stevens indicated that closing will occur in approximately 10 weeks.  Some of the brownfield 

cleanup will start in the next month.   He briefly discussed the affordable housing aspect of Phase III 

of the project.  Stephanie talked about this phase and the importance of informing and educating the 

community early in the process.  Meetings with local partners are starting on Friday. There was a 

brief discussion about the affordability breakout of the units, as well as questions about the 

additional request being considered at this meeting.  There was a question about the land bank 

condition and Gus explained that the land bank funding could be used to secure the future site for 

Phase III, but is not a component of the project the board is now considering.  The land being 

considered for Phase III is part of the larger downtown block that includes this current phase.  Bob 

Stevens explained that the site is a good fit for affordable multifamily housing.  There was a 

question about ownership structure and Gretchen explained that there is a condition that addresses 

resolving the ownership structure before closing.   

   

Deliberations: 

 

Emily moved passage of the resolution that was sent to the Board members.   Kate seconded the 

motion.  There was a brief discussion which included questions from a member of the public.  Neil 

called for a roll-call vote on the motion, recorded as follows: 

 

David Marvin:  Yes 
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Kate:  Yes 

Diane Bothfeld:  Yes 

Clarence Davis:  Yes 

Emily Wadhams:  Yes 

Billy Coster:   Yes 

Tom Yahn:   Yes 

Sarah Carpenter:  Yes 

Hannah Sessions:  Yes 

Kate McCarthy:  Yes 

Neil Mickenberg:  Yes 

 

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

David moved to adjourn the meeting and Hannah seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marcy Christian 


