
LAOB Shelter for All Committee 

11.12.24 12:00 

Present: Brian Cina, Mark Hughes, Ornella Matta-Figueroa, Jean Hamilton 

Guests: Rheta, Charles Smith, Grey Barreda,  

 

Agenda 

Public Comment 

Conference Planning 

 

Minutes 

Public Comment 

- We should open a house for the homeless. But I am worried about all the people that leave 
needles around.  

- I’m worried about Howard Mental Health. They give me $90/week and send me on my way. 
They don’t give me no housing. They have all my information and they don’t give me 
housing, They aren’t good with my money. They went to the doubletree to try to get me a 
room, but Howard gave them the wrong information. I didn’t get the room and doubletree 
still charged me. 

- I see that the world has gotten really sad.  
- The amount of money spent in Vermont, there isn’t any reason for any people to be 

homeless in vt.  
- They’re building shacks for businesses to sell stuff in the parks. The shacks have heaters 

locked in them, we can see them.  
- I used to live at Allen House and I was letting people stay in my house. I got too many 

warnings about my guests using needles and doing dangerous things. I was given the choice 
between being evicted or leaving, and I didn’t want an eviction on my record so I left.  

o I am sick and tired of being tired on the streets when I know I can afford something 
with my disability money, but Howard is holding on to my money.  

o Its hard for me to stay sober and clean living on these streets.  
o Howard Center doesn’t know how to do their job right.  
o How can they give me $90/week and then send me on my way.  
o Something needs to change about the systems. Its making people sad because they 

want to change the system and the sadness is making people sick.  
- I want to highlight what’s being said, these organizations aren’t seeing us. There is a 

common thread of what is being seen as normal.  
- People don’t want to come to Burlington because its become so sad.  
- The normalization of behavior and position against unhoused people. Our existence is an 

imposition. Which makes it hard for us to ask for our rights.  



- I recently had an exchange with a police officer. I was sleeping next to my bike in the garage. 
The police said that my bike was abandoned property, even though I was right next to it. I 
have previously confronted this cop because he kicked someone when they were in pain. 
Shelburne police also illegally seized my bike. The idea is we can steal from homeless 
people because they don’t have the same rights as others. There are lists, when you walk in 
to various agencies like Pathways. I want to protect my privacy and these organizations 
don’t allow me to.  

- It feels like “we don’t want these people here. And from the perspectives of the police, we 
are going to make these people as uncomfortable as possible so that we will eventually 
leave.” All the time I am asked “why are you still here?” members of my community say “why 
don’t you go to Florida?” 

- What would it look like to imagine that we want all of our people here. We don’t want them 
to leave. How do we communicate that? 

o There is a kid who brings all of the donuts at the end of his shift and brings them 
around town.  

o A guy walked up to me one time and asked me if I lived in that tent and handed me a 
bunch of money. 

o This is what I have. This is what I can give you. I won’t tell you what to spend it on. I 
trust you.  

o Food not cops still doesn’t have the appeal for people, but why? They are showing 
up with food consistently. Sometimes I see people eat with us. There is more 
solidarity in the spaces where we eat together. When you are sleeping outside, you 
are hyper aware of expressions of solidarity. 

o Someone left backpacks with supplies and $20 and a note that said “we see you. 
We love you.” 

o The needle exchange is an excellent expression of care. There are just a couple of 
people there, but they share their own resources with people so generously. There is 
a love there.  

 

 

Conference Planning 

- Discussed logistics for the upcoming housing conference.  
- A community member, Amber, has expressed interest in participating. Brian and Jean will 

follow up to try to get Amber registered.  
- Brian and Grey will coordinate on transportation support. 

 

Adjourned at 1:20 pm.  


