
Land Access and Opportunity Board: Hearth tending Committee 
 April 16, 2025, 9:30 – 10:30a.m 

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton 

Meeting Notetaker: Jean Hamilton 

Agenda 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator,_Jean___  @ 9:36 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

● Name, Nominating Organization,  
● Check-in 
● Agenda Building 

2.Discussion/ 
Updates 

 Board appointments – Migrant Justice, VRJA, Psychiatric Survivors 
Jean provided update on status. Committee members indicated that when there 
is capacity, there is a willingness of committee members to support board 
development.  
Brian offers there are three possible vehicles 

- Senate housing omnibus bill recommendations from LAOB revolving 
fund bill  

- Can also go to Senate Housing to testify on Housing Omnibus bill 
- Boards and commissions housekeeping bill (third option) 

            Board voting – shelter for all Budget 
 Session schedule 

House is planning on adjourning prior to Memorial Day weekend. Will provision 
for special session if need be.  

Attendees Committee Members 

Board 
 
● Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 

American Affairs (VCNAA) 
● Susan Aranoff, Vermont DDC 
● Mark Hughes, VRJA  
● Brian Cina, NSWA VT Chapter 

 
Staff 

 Jean Hamilton 
 Ornella Matta-Figueroa 

 
● Samantha Langevin, Vermont RELEAF 

Collective 
 

 

Guests & Public   



Senate is talking about going longer.  
Discussion of federal administration impacts. Funding impacts. Executive 
Branch overreach.  
 
DDC updates: 
People who were fired from HHS include people who administer Ddcouncils. 
This also includes USED, VCIL, etc. Thought that DDCouncil funding would be 
secure through October, it is not looking that way.  
Solidarity looks like caring for each other while recognizing the needs of 
ourselves. Our futures are tied together.  
Disabilities Community is stretched so thin, especially since COVID. We need 
paid advocates because people are stretched so thin.  
We as advocates are stretched so thin, getting crushed, because community 
need is acute and overwhelming.  
Richard Kemp Center is heading to DC for Sankofa trip. We are having an 
organizing meeting framed in civil rights. Thurs 4/17 – 6 pm, RKC.  
Look to Palestinian rights organizing, 50501 – direct action, we are worth 
fighting for.  
4th Tuesday of every month is VRJA’s truth and justice series @ south 
Burlington library. Focused on exposure  
 
We need to figure out how to organize together across our vulnerable 
communities. The more vulnerable the community, the more difficult it is to 
organize. We need to figure out how to build movement. De-escalation. 
Education. Mobilization. Mutuality.  

 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 
 
 

Reflections 
Next Steps  

- Staff explore Senate Housing and/or House Housing housekeeping bill to 
add Migrant Justice.  

- Sue will be asking Chair Mihaly about a housekeeping bill.  
Gratitudes 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:30 AM 

 

Recurring Zoom Link - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85603029734 
 

 


