
LAOB Policy Committee 1.30.25:  

Present: Mark Hughes, Susan AranoƯ, Xusana Davis, Jean Hamilton 

Guests 

Note Taker: Jean Hamilton 

Agenda 

Arriving/Check in  

Check in on recent disruptions – what does onward look like? How do we do our jobs, work 
in  

justice, and work towards as much safety as possible? 

- Practicing emotional intelligence 

- This is our defining moment; we need to stay together. Keep showing up for the work.  

Update on statehouse practices  

- DDC staƯ have been working to make it ok for DD families to go to the statehouse any day  

“Every day is disabilities awareness day”  

- Every public building needs a point of contact for disability accommodations requests. A  

former legislator who was in a wheelchair helped improve accessibility. One of the things  

that has trickled down is now the Sargent at arms, Agatha, is the point of contact.  

- Many people in chairs have been excluded from events on the floor 

- Susan’s tours start with  

o Meet at Abe Lincoln 

o Meet at the Sargent at arms, get pink slips to let legislators know constituents are in  

the building 

o People who need accessible parking need to call the Sargent at  

arms desk. 828.2228 

- Susan has observed the cafeteria and sees that there is no space for legislators to eat,  

lobbyists and others shouldn’t be able to post up at the cafeteria if community members  



don’t 

- LAOB could potentially help guide Sargent at arms on what to do now. Police report to 
Sargent  

at arms 

- Speakers oƯice told mark that the encounter with the police was a one oƯ due to call outs  

and short staƯing at the Sargent at arms.  

- the State House does not have good central protocols for a lot of things, like HR,  

technology, accessibility for the public, or clearly this. They just scramble to figure things  

out on a case-by-case basis way too often. 

- Many statehouse “policies” don’t seem to be policies at all, where are they written 

 


