
Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

October 7, 2025, 2:00PM-3:00PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Ornella and Jean 
Notetaker: Jean 

Agenda 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator____ @ 2PM 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Name, Nominating Organization 
Check-in 
Agenda Building 
 

Attendees Committee Members 

Board 

 Brian Cina, National Association of 
Social Workers 

 Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 
 Jaada Longmore, VT Racial Justice 

Alliance 
 Mark Hughes, VT Racial Justice 

Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 

Ornella, Jean 

 

 

 

● Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs, VT Council on Native 
American Affairs 

● Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

● Susan Aranoff, Vermont DDC 
● Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 

 

 

 

Guests & Public Amy Schollenberger  



2. Discussion/ 
Updates 

Public Comment 

- Amy S. states that in her capacity of supporting Food security roadmap 
coalition 

FY27 Appropriations Proposal Review 

- We are trying to increase access and opportunity to development for 
people who have been excluded from opportunities to build homes.  

- With the navigator program we are increasing opportunities for people who 
have been left out to purchase and secure housing.  

- Working on the supply and demand side of things.  
- If there is any way as a starting point in the memo – how to tie these 

programs to what is in Brian’s bill.  
- E.g. help people buy properties as a right of first refusal  housing 

navigators can help with that.  
- Look for opportunities for the laob appropriation to cover the issues 

brought up in the bill.  
- Do bills reference appropriation? Yes, sometimes the details are in  a policy 

bill and then the total appropriation is in the budget big bill. Sometimes 
details are pulled out of the policy bill and put into the appropriation bill.  

- Important to articulate in the budget memo that the timing of these 
investments is extremely signifaant because we are trying to launch the 
programs in a housing crisis. We have already laid the ground work, it is is a 
waste of money already spent on policy investments and community 
investmntes that have already been spent. LISTEN TO RECORDING. 

- Another angle on the policy vs appropriations bills – ACTION STEP: 
communicate with committees of jurisdiction so they have a heads up.  

- ACTION STEP: propose language in BAA to carry forward the money for 
FY26 spending. We have been counting on this for our budget and have 
plans to spend it. ALSO add the language into the BAA that clarifies the 
legislative intent.  

o ACTION STEP: check in with appropriations committees on BAA 
process  

- BAA is often note passed until March, last year didn’t pass at all. And then it 
would need to be spent by June 30.  

If the state is going to be back filling in housing vouchers,  

We want to support coordination of existing return and creating long term returns, 
in terms of community stability.  

 

ACTION STEP: the most important thing we can do is nail down our spending 
timeline.  



For the budget we need to put forward the big picture so that on July 1 we are 
hitting the ground running. 

For BAA – its too late to spend the full $1M that was reverted, because of the 
hiccup caused by reversion, but we can start moving money.  

 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

Agenda items for next week: 
- Policy Review Process 
- Policy Timeline 
- LAOB policy bill  

 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 3PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85208858637 
Meeting ID: 852 0885 8637 
 
 
 


