
2/10/25 

LAOB Policy Committee meets weekly Mondays 11:00 am-12:00pm 

Present: Susan AranoƯ, Mark Hughes, Brian Cina, Jean Hamilton 

Facilitator: Ornella Matta-Figueroa 

Notetaker: Jean Hamilton 

Agenda 

Arriving/Check-in : 11AM 

Co-creating agenda 

Discussion of future meetings 

- Prefer Mondays moving forward but beware of Mondays when we have a board meeting.  
- On weeks when we need to skip a Monday due to holidays or board meetings, we will meet 

on Thursday’s 11:30-12:30 

Policy and legislative updates – LAOB Policy List 

- Brian sharing some draft legislation that is in the works  waiting on leg council for draft 
language 

o Housing Bill – calls the housing crisis and emergency and proposes several 
programs, LAOB will be connected to each of these. May bring up some capacity 
questions  would like to discuss how StaƯ and Board can get involved. This bill 
includes:  

 Study committee: look at taxation to explore ways to control rent costs. Rent 
control and tenant right of first refusal 

 Launch grants, eg. Downpayment assistance grants and navigation support, 
to empower tenants with the right of first refusal to buy their house from the 
property owners.  

 Grants for owners or collective owners to purchase housing for 
rehabilitation.  

 Work with AHS to develop a plan for public housing that is for groups that are 
historically marginalized and high risk of homelessness. Collectively run, 
state-owned apartment buildings. DiƯerent groups are named in the list. 
Focus on people who are not being served by the kinds of housing that is 
being built, eg. Co-housing for people with disabilities,  

 Public housing for 18-26-year-olds see Finland model  18-26-year-
olds are oƯered public housing regardless of their background with 
sliding scale rent that increases the older you get and based on your 
income. Rent goes into an account you can’t touch until you are 26. 
At that point, there is often enough money saved up to purchase 
homes.  



 Community tool banks. Community labor banks. Community skills banks. 
To learn diƯerent trades and be able to implement them. 21st century barn 
raising.  

o Resolution declaring a housing crisis.  
- Susan: Tomorrow 2/11 DDHI is meeting with some legislators to come up with a vision that 

would be service-supported housing that would be diƯerent than everyone in their own 
apartment. Something like “modern-day group homes” or recovery housing where staƯ 
come and go but residents don’t move in and out. Looking for someone to fund a study 
group/capacity to come up with models. This isn’t about new money; this is about the state 
doing what it already said it is doing. Look for synergy with Brian’s draft language.  

o Patty Komline is helping coordinate this meeting and may be interested in helping 
coordinate with Brian’s draft bill and LAOB at large.  

- The LAOB is positioned to reinvest revenue from recreational cannabis towards addressing 
the housing crisis in a way that would “repair/restore harm caused by economic system” 
(reward) problems resulting from our economic system including gaps created by de-
institutionalization, housing discrimination (systemic racism and slavery), and the erosion 
of the middle class.  

- Brian: proposing a funding mechanism of a 5 year surcharge on the top 1% of income 
earners to build up three funding buckets. Talk to Brian about the details.  

- Mark: in addition to a housing crisis we also have a mental health crisis. Interested in 
thinking about peer-to-peer support? Especially peer respite. And a respite house. Include 
people who are hit with racial trauma in the groups served by a respite house.  

o Dr O has some additional info because she created one.  
o Peer respite house builds on intentional peer support and oƯer people a chance to 

take a time out for 5-7 days. Facilities are supported by peers. Alternative model of 
care.  

o Susan: Respite is a Medicaid term for certain categories of benefits. The clarification 
on “peer respite” is helpful.  

 Peer respite is a way to support people who have been in and out of a 
hospital and especially to give people an alternative to hospital mental 
health care. It is the “house” component that ties it to the LAOB.  

o Peer respite is a way to bridge across all the social determinants and latch into the 
supporting frameworks that interlock.  

 Reflective of the conversation from Shelter for All and the 24/7 hearth where 
people could come and not be alone. Creating a village institution of a place 
anyone can go always. You are never totally abandoned anymore.  

 From that hub there are spokes of respite and connectivity in person 211.  
o See Peer Respite Handbook  look at specific definitions of what Peer Respite 

does. “The risk comes before trying to capture the idea before the idea is completely 
understood.” Be careful about not losing the essence of what peer respite is 
intended to do.  

o Worldview, mutuality, and peer all become 



- Mark: would also like to go back and revisit our legislative agenda. And Look carefully at Act 
250. Would like to recapture language from 2019 house natural resources was overridden 
by strike all.  

o One scholar also.  

ACTIONS:  

- StaƯ look at 2019 house natural resources testimony on act 250.  

Public comment 

- None 

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM 

 

 

 


