
LAOB Policy Committee  

Thursday 3/13/25 11:30 am-12:30pm 

Present: Mark Hughes, Susan AranoƯ, Jean Hamilton, Ornella Matta-Figueroa 

Notetaker: Ornella Matta-Figueroa 

Facilitator: Jean Hamilton 

 

Minutes: 

Arriving/Check in 11:30AM 

Co-creating agenda 

Review of LAOB appropriations/budget work 

Discussion of broader policy framework in terms of civil rights 

- Seeing erosion of civil rights, the rate and severity is bringing us back to the late 19th century. 
Plessy V Ferguson and Jim Crow. Seeing disabilities community as a partner to racial justice 
eƯorts re: civil rights.  

- In moving forward, we need to ask 
o How do we both meet the requirements of the federal government and tell them that 

we are going to do whatever we are going to do in language that pleases them, while 
still centering anti-racism in our work. Can we trust each other that we will center 
anti-oppression in our work if we aren’t saying that.  

o How do we most center those who are most marginalized instead of focusing all our 
attention and time fighting the system over language.  

o When do we need to meet the needs of the federal government? 
o How do we talk about the challenges that are more universal, while also holding the 

uncomfortable truths, eg. Our nation needs to confront and heal from the legacies 
of chattel slavery. 

o How do we frame justice, stability, and safety for all Americans. It is only achievable 
by addressing system racism.  

o We must challenge the narratives that civil rights are being framed as privileged 
special treatment.  

o DEI has always been a boardroom way of talking about civil rights.  
o Where is our common ground? Justice, safety, stability for all Americans.  
o Civil rights is the closest thing we have to human rights. Liberty and Justice for All. I 

served for and was willing to die for this. When other policies become more 
important than  

o How do we organize around this? 



 

 

Policy and legislative updates – LAOB Policy List 

- No discussion 

Public comment 

- No discussion 

Meeting Adjourned: 12:30PM 

 

 

 

 


