
LAOB Policy Committee  

6.9.25 

11:00 am-12:00pm 

Present: Susan AranoƯ, Dan Coutu, Brian Cina, Mark Hughes, Ornella Matta-Figueroa, Jean 
Hamilton 

Guests: None 

Notetaker: Ornella Matta-Figueroa 

Facilitator: Jean Hamilton 

Agenda: 11:00AM 

Arriving/Check in 

Leg Session Debrief - What were you hoping at the beginning of the legislative session? What were 
expectations you had from your community for this year’s session? 

- Success getting Migrant Justice added to the LAOB 
- Cannabis policy – good to have an opportunity for staƯ to interface with CCB esp. in study 

report prior to session, new voices/strategic voices. Seminal moment was conclusion about 
how we approach community reinvestment would be from a perspective from land access 
and opportunity. The context here is that the CEC has been working for 4-5 years to build a 
market that doesn’t revert towards the structural inequities.  

- House Gov Ops was non-receptive to our request to add Migrant Justice to the Board.  
- There is strong resistance to building a special fund from cannabis excise tax for community 

reinvestment. Curious what needs there are for the money to go directly into the general 
fund, vs to be allocated to targeted uses.  

- Conference committee processes and some other times – noticed a break in civility  
- Frustrating year. Challenging chair transitions in important committees. Challenging federal 

landscape overhanging everything. The education situation is challenging.  

Looking forward 

- Looking for assistance with launching the planning group for housing for people with 
developmental disabilities.  

- Ways to influence policy outside of the session 
- Statehouse policing policy – meeting with Mark, Jean and Ornella Tues.  

ACTION STEP: everyone come to next meeting thinking about how to work on policy work outside of 
the session.  

- Act 250 rulemaking sessions – tier 3 and appeals 
- Review and Amend Act 250 
- Act 181 Future Land Use mapping 
- DDHI housing plan working group 
- Housing revenue planning 



- Shelter For All planning groups 
- H. 445 – discussion groups – see LAOB slides 

o Sen Brock 
o TiƯ, Tom, Perchlik, Brian, Saudia 
o Ashley from House Housing – maybe with other republicans from the committee 

- Emerging Developers Technical Assistance Program/Homes for All – major collaboration 
with DHCD & VHFA 

- VERTA - Vermont Evaluation of Rural Technical Assistance (VERTA) Steering Committee 
Meeting  

- Act 59 – 30x30, 50x50 phase 2 
- People’s Demands for Just Recovery 
- Cannabis Equity 
- FreeHer – Cost of shelter crisis to municipalities 
- Middlebury  College Senior Seminar project 
- LAOB presentations to Environmental Committees –tackling topics like smarter growth, tier 

3, food lands 
- LAOB participation in Coalitions – what are our expectations and guardrails? Coalition 

include 
o Cannabis Equity Coalition 
o Peoples Demands for Just Recovery 
o HHAV 
o Food Security Road Map 

How can we influence policy outside of the legislative session 

Platform Planning 

Policy and legislative updates – LAOB Policy List 

Public comment – None  

Meeting Adjourned 12:00PM 

 

TOPICS: 

- Shelter for all memo 
- Vcec sign on letter 
- Let build home sign on letter 

 

 

 

 


