
Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

September 30, 2025, 2:00PM-3:00PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Ornella Figueroa  
Notetaker: Ornella Figueroa 

Agenda 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator____ @ 2PM 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Name, Nominating Organization 
Check-in 
Agenda Building 
-Future Policy Agenda 
-Timeline 
 

Notes Budget and timeline 

- Process for the BAA 

Attendees Committee Members 

Board 

● Mark Hughes, Racial Justice Alliance 

● Jaada Longmore, Racial Justice Alliance 

● Susan Aranoff, Vermont DDC 

● Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs, VT Council on Native 
American Affairs 

● Brian Cina, VT National Association of 
Social Workers 

 

Staff 

Ornella 

 

 

● Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

● Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 
 

 

 

Guests & Public   



- What are we asking for? What feels urgent? What is the scale of the budget 
we are going to be asking for?  

1.6M does not cover the grants 

Legislative intent memo- clarifying the intent of the 2025 funds 

Next steps:  

Next two meetings: 

-10/7/25 Quick check-in: work on LAOB bill 

- 10/14/25 Quick check-in: Work on LAOB Bill 

- We want to decide whether our bill is a single bill or multiple bills?  

-Draft for our board to review at the next board meeting  

-We will outreach partners and put out to the coalition for related legislation, and 
we see if we get a coalition to agree to a set of bills.  

- There is a coalition of orgs that is asking for a surcharge for high-income earners: 
Can we work with them? Is it Public Assets?  

- Can we get their advice on the financing? PAI 

-Integrating emerging initiatives 

-Making sure that we are touching on the structural and institutional harm related 
to civil rights  

- We can all make an agreement, and we can come together. 

 -We are committed to building a coalition and coordinating eƯorts to use 
resources in an intelligent way. Not giving in to a scarcity or zero-sum mindset.  

Note for shelter for all Friday:  

-Shelter for all- create a list of criteria and award funding to programs and 
organizations depending on their commitment to that criteria. 

 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

● Reflections 
● Next Steps  
● Gratitudes 

 

 



Meeting Adjourned at 3PM 

 

Submitted by: Arealles Ortiz 

 

 

Fall planning 

- Legislators to talk to: sibilia, Kornheiser, kimball (current use), joe major, kesha (scheduled) 
- Legislative work groups 

o Act 69 
o Ccb excise 
o LURB – esp tier 3 

- Other convos to wrap 
o policing 

Platform Planning – July Board meeting agenda item of engaging the board in platform planning 

What is LAOB’s guardrails and priorities in joining advocacy coalitions: HHAV, Cannabis Equity 
Coalition, Food Security Road Map, etc 

 


