
Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

September 9, 2025, 2:00PM – 2:30PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Ornella Matta-Figueroa 

Meeting Notetaker: Jean Hamilton 

Agenda 

Meeting Convened @ 2:00PM 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Name, Nominating Organization,  
Check-in 
Agenda Building 

2.Discussion/ 
Updates 

Debrief our conversation- What is the most useful for the staƯ to cover in 12 
minutes.  

What are our dreams for the next 12 months of legislative work?  

Brian- my dream: far-fetched 

Westview house- clubhouse for people with disabilities. The Westview house is 
closing. Peer run club house. And the backyard becomes an emergency shelter. 
Save Westview house and create an emergency shelter and then the porch can be 
active and be a landing place for people. Land trust and in conservation but 
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● Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice 
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● Brian Cina, National Association of Social 
Workers - VT Chapter 
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● Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs, VT Council on Native 
American Affairs 

● Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

● Susan Aranoff, Vermont DDC 
● Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 

 

 

 

Guests & Public   



collectively owned by the community and then these diƯerent pieces of land. 
Westview Commons (house, haven, hearth) 50 South Willard.  

Mark- I’m not prepared to share anything right now.  

Jean- Pass  

Ornella- If I could paint the world according to my own desires I would paint a 
moment of reflection from the administration- where they see the impact they will 
have on the communities, we serve by pulling these funds.  

And they change their minds and release the funds.  

Discussion of what civil rights organizing do we need to get in place considering 
the federalization of policing and military occupations  

- Legislature could come back to session to pre-emptively to protect the 
people of Vermont  

Prep for next policy committee meeting discussion of Sept-Dec prep for Jan 
session open 

Next week meeting will be Tuesday 9 am to account for Labor Day on Monday 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

● Reflections 
● Next Steps  
● Gratitudes 

Meeting Adjourned at 2:30PM 

 

 


