Land Access and Opportunity Board: Shelter for All
November 14, 2025, 2:00PM-3:00PM

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton, Ornella Matta-Figueroa

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz

Attendance: Jaada Longmore

Staff: Tay Margison

Guests:

Not Present:

Brian Cina, National Association of Social Workers
Mark Hughes, VRJA

Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native American Affairs
Mary Gerisch, NAACP

Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)
Agenda:

Check In: How are y’all doing today?

Review Touch Stones

Reviewed 11.7.25 Minutes (5 Minutes)

Didn’t reach a quorum. Only one sub-committee member in attendance so we will move to
approve at 11.21.25 meeting.

Co-design agenda in every meeting

Do folks think this is the best time to convene Shelter for All Committee meetings? A lot of
sensitive topics. At the end of week.

How do we think of ways to better support people? From people being evicted, falling behind on
taxes. Create a prevention process.
What kinds of solutions have you seen in that space? How have you seen that gap being filled?

They all have a common thread. At Richard Kemp Center we create relationships. People feel
comfortable sharing their experiences. They need support advocating & financial support.



Legal services have helped.

I hear a community resource solving people’s problems as they are the people themselves.
Personal approach.

If we had more financial literacy that might be helpful.

Ready Set Rent Program Overview. HUD requirement. Creates education around managing
money.

This conversation directly intersects with the question of what the most helpful tools are when it
comes to housing coaching.

Want to circle back about getting details that are supposed to be supporting folks with
homeownership. What is it that’s actually helpful?

Meeting Adjourned at 3:00PM

Submitted by: Arealles Ortiz



