Land Access and Opportunity Board: Special Policy Committee
December 18, 2025, 2:00PM-4:00PM

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz

Attendees

Not Present:

Board

o Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation
Ecosystem, Inc.

o Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric
Survivors

o Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice
Alliance

e Brian Cina, VT National Association of
Social Workers

o Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice
Alliance

Staff:

Tay Margison, Jean Hamilton, Ornella
Matta-Figueroa, Arealles Ortiz

e Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native
American Affairs, VT Council on Native
American Affairs

e Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental
Disability Council

e Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental
Disability Council

e Emily Carris-Duncan, Vermont Every
Town Project

e Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)

Guests & Public

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 2PM

Agenda Building:

1. Introductions & | Name, Nominating Organization
Check-in Check-in: How are you today?

Brians Bill: Read, agree on edits, Build Language to add into the Bill

Updates

2. Discussion/ Read Brians Bill from Last Year
For Process: We can walk through sections weigh in, and review at the end.

Worked through format of the Introduction.




New Proposed Title: Act relating to building sustainable resources for the
development and maintenance of affordable housing infrastructure.

Comment: Might be helpful to talk about the bill and then decide if the title fits.
Reviewed Purpose of the Bill.

Comment: Wondering about the language that speaks to recovery of COVID,
polysubstance pandemic, and climate disasters. Is it necessary to include?

Response: Simplified 1t sentence of Purpose and removed recovery of COVID,
polysubstance pandemic, and climate disasters language.

Comment: I would also add the recommendation of the Department of Health and
other reports that name affordable housing as a number one priority as footnotes.

Response: We can create a findings section in section 2 with reports. Links with a
1-2 sentence summary.

-Department of Health: State health improvement plan
-Housing needs assessment

-CCB Act 56 report, as a purpose of the regulated market
-Act 69, Disabilities housing report

Section 2: We discussed wanting to remove surcharge language of the bill and
include findings

Section 3: We discussed removing income tax language for taxpayers who exceed
greater than $500K in gross income.

Section 4: Renaming the LAOB Fund and strike ‘revolving’ language.

Removed our board organization from the Bill because it already exists in statute.
Underlining in the Bill means new language. Re Formatting document.

Reviewing Section 3:

Removing the funds shall be administered by the Board with support from VHCB
since that is already in our statute.

Wanted to explore the meaning of: (2) Renovation of owner-occupied multi-unit
housing to expand access to sustainable affordable housing.

Question: What parameters are we putting on landlords who access this fund to
keep the unit affordable?

Response: This language gives the board the authority to make those
determinations.




Question: Affordability isn’t defined in statute?
Response: We would have to be able to define it afterward.
Flag looking into Definitions of Affordability in statue at a later time.

Question: Can we eliminate the term ‘affordable, sustainable’ in this Bill and
replace with ‘housing’?

| would suggest two more sections are added:

Report commissioned of economic and environmental justice impacts of act
250 and a mitigation plan. Launch a vision to convene a work study group, land
use planning and regulatory processes.

We could add community resilience and disaster readiness strategies.

Question: What happens to this priority for a report if the bill does not gain enough
traction in this leg session?

Response: We could issue reports ourselves without legislative guidance.

Section 5: (6) Add a phrase related to Department of Taxes to recommend options
and opportunities such as tax incentives to properties owned by historically
marginalized and disadvantaged communities.

Other reports to include in Bill:

Section 6: Land Justice Working Group and Report

1. Working group and report that assesses disparate economic and
environmental justice impacts of VT land use policies and regulations such
as Act 250 reform.

2. Access to community farms and farmlands. Protect agriculture land for
community food security purposes.

Link Shared: Act 69, Disabilities Housing, Page 27, 28 to add into Section 7

https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/ACT69_report_The%20R
0ad%20Home.pdf

We can get the draft into legislative council by Tuesday 12/23.

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps

e Reflections
e Next Steps:
Brian will send Staff the Bill thus far for remaining edits.
Arealles will share with the Board the Bill in the shared link.
e Gratitudes




Meeting Adjourned at 4PM

Submitted by: Arealles Ortiz



