
Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

February 9th, 2026, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton 

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz 

 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 11AM 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Name, Nominating Organization 
 
Check-in: Name an item on your bucket list 
 
Agenda Building: 
- Minutes for Review: 1.26.26 & 2.6.26 
- Refresher on what bills LAOB is watching.  
-Policy Platform Next Steps 

Attendees Not Present: 

Board 

Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs 

Mary Gerisch, NAAP 

Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice 
Alliance 

Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation Ecosystem, 
Inc. 

Brian Cina, National Association of Social 
Workers 

Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

Staff: Jean Hamilton, Ornella Matta-
Figueroa, Arealles Ortiz 

 

● Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

● Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice 
● Alliance 
● Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric 

Survivors 
● Emily Carris-Duncan, Vermont Every 

Town Project 
● Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 

Guests & Public   



2. Discussion/ 
Updates 

Review 1.26.26 & 2.6.26 Draft Minutes: 

1.26.26 Minutes Review: 
 
Mark Hughes makes a motion to approve the minutes as presented 
Dan Coutu seconds that motion 
Alyssa Beauchamp abstains due to absence 
 
2.2.26 Minutes Review:  
 
Dan Coutu makes a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Alyssa Beauchamp seconds that motion 
All in favor 
 
Amendments to 2.2.26 Minutes:  
‘An act relating to promoting racial and economic justice’ 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2026/H.451 
 to ‘An act relating to misc. amendments to the prohibitions on discrimination’ 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2026/S.301 
 
Refresher on what Bills LAOB is tracking: 

- $3.7M Appropriation to fund LAOB FY27 Budget 
- H.826: LAOB Bill 
- S.278: An act relating to Cannabis 
- PR.4: Declaration of rights, government for the people, equality of rights 
- H775: An act relating to creating tools for housing productions 
- S.193: An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal 

justice-involved persons 
- S.301: An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to the prohibitions on 

discrimination 
- S.328: An act relating to housing and common interest communities 
- H.91: An act relating to establishing the Vermont homeless emergency 

assistance and responsive transition to housing program. Draft #: 26-0766 
- H.772: An act relating to residential rental agreements, eviction procedures, 

and the creation of the positive rental payment credit reporting pilot program 
- H.861: An act relating to establishing an Americans with Disabilities Act 

Coordinator 

Can this committee track these bills? 

Policy Platform Options: 

1. We would share the possible policy initiatives, put a vote to the 
committee for what we all agree on. 



2.  Have a consented decision as a committee that we do not have a policy 
platform this year and keep moving in the same way as years prior. We 
agree to bring emerging actions to the committee and ask what we can 
pursue. 

3. We could pick a couple of priorities on the draft and focus on those only.  

Comment: We may want to share with the Board at our meeting tonight, where 
we are with our policy platform.  

This could be a collaborative opportunity to ask board members what bills you 
are tracking. 

Comment: Can we do a SWOT of how 2026 legislative session went? So, we 
can build toward creating a Policy Platform. Can we make an agreement to come 
back to that work as a group? Also, Creating shared language and talking points 
like an Advocacy Tool Kit. 

Comment: I look forward to that conversation and appreciate this learning flow 
in the midst of our aspirations. We are in the process of seeing if adding vista 
students for more capacity is possible. 

Comment: Christine has a contact at UVM in the Department of Social Work 
and Education for interns. 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

● Reflections 
● Next Steps 
●  

Conversation with the board at our meeting tonight: 
We decided at this point in the legislative session, we will not move forward in 
creating a policy slate for LAOB this year. We are going to continue to be in 
dialogue with policy committee & plan that this summer, we will look at what 
we learned from this year and start earlier to put together a policy slate. 

 
Building more capacity discussion:  
Can policy committee members track certain initiatives and give updates 
Interns 
 
Policy Platform Next Steps: 
-What was gathered at the Board Meeting? 
-Revisit Policy Platform Work Plan & set a date to convene on how 2026 
legislative session went. 
 
● Gratitudes 

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM 



Submitted By: Arealles Ortiz 


