
Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

February 23, 2026, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Ornella Matta- Figueroa 

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz 

 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 11AM 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Name, Nominating Organization 
Check-in: How are you landing this morning? 
 
Agenda: Legislative Updates Meeting  
 
-Review Minutes: 2.9.26 DRAFT 
-LAOB Bill Update 

Attendees Not Present: 

Board 

● Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice 

Alliance 

● Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

● Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric 
Survivors 

● Mary Gerisch, NAACP Rutland 

● Brian Cina, National Association of 
Social Workers 

● Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs, VT Council on Native 
American Affairs 

● Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice 
Alliance 

Staff: Ornella, Arealles 

 

● Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation Ecosystem 
Inc. 
Tentative: 
- Emily Carris-Duncan, Vermont Every 
Town Project 
- Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 
Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

Guests & Public   



-LAOB Legislative Updates 
-Committee Members Legislative Updates 

2. Discussion/ 
Updates 

Review Draft Minutes:  

2.9.26 DRAFT 

Susan Aranoff makes a motion to approve minutes as presented 
Mark seconds that motion 
All in favor  

Amendments:  

Grammar Correction: Alyssa ‘Beauchamo’ to Beauchamp 

Reference: Anonymity name to workplan. 

‘Can this committee help track different bills? to ‘Can this committee help track 
these bills’  

 

LAOB Legislative Update Day: 

LAOB Legislative Update: We gave testimony on our FY27 Budget in House 
Appropriations. It is looking like House Appropriations will be including our 
increase in base and one time funds request in their crossover memo to the 
Senate. Cannabis testimony also went well.  

LAOB Bill: We presented to the progressive caucus and went through the LAOB 
Bill. I was asked to present to House General and it felt like there were no 
reactions to what I said.  

Comment: The vibe was not negative. We are proposing good ideas and getting 
warmer reception in the room.  

Suggestion: Would it be good idea to touch base with the committee chair and 
ask their perspective on how the presentation of the bill went?  

Comment: It would be a good opportunity to correct any misconceptions.   

Comment: It’s a great idea for the staff to elaborate on their findings. Ask if the 
committee have any outstanding questions.  

Question: When does crossover occur?  

Response: Friday March 13th for non-money bills & March 20th for money bills. 

Road home Act 69 report update:  



3 of the recommendations are in S.328, a senate housing bill to create a 
permanent task force to advise on the development of service supportive housing 
and give funding for VHCB to develop service supportive housing. 

-It’s been really hard to break through on rental assistance. 

PR.4: Voted out of senate judiciary. It will come up for a vote Wednesday-
Friday. 

S.301: Not getting any play on that at all. It’s gone back to the judiciary Chair in 
the Senate. There was a companion bill in the house, and their committee chair 
would be working on matters related to civil rights. 

H.905 mirrors S.301 with its intention. Reached out to report findings from 
S.302 and haven’t gotten anything back.  

H.382: Race Data Collection Bill is being introduced this week. Testimony will 
occur on Thursday. 

-No traction on police oversight Bill.  

Any asks for support: 

Question: Are we getting the million dollars restored?  

Response: We had been included in the BAA Budget. I think it’s on the Senate 
Calendar. Conference committee came into an agreement on Friday.  

Next Steps LAOB Policy: 

-Waiting to respond to anything pending. Sending a budget memo to Durfee to 
get our needs out to their committee.  

-House Housing did not opt for our FY27 House Budget Testimony. They 
requested us to give them a letter. 

-We’re in a ‘Right to grow food’ conversation. Putting out a press release to host 
an event (webinar) with coalition partners. Update will be on Thursday. We want 
to get folks engaged. 

Question: LAOB did some testimony last week? Can you talk more about the 
progressive caucus? 

Response: We presented to the progressive caucus on LAOB programs, ran 
through what we hope to evaluate as possible tax incentives for land and housing 
access.  

Comment: Every week the progressive caucus has a topic on ‘what should be’. 
We talked about housing, homelessness, and tenant rights. This week we were 



talking about taxation. Suggested the LAOB come in to talk about tenant’s rights 
in the context of the LAOB Bill. 

If there are other topics we want to talk about with the progressive caucus, speak 
to Brian. There might be a way to fit other issues into their public meeting. 

Question: 

Are we still engaged with Amy Schollenburger for Policy work?  

Response: Yes, we are getting advice and support because we are a part of the 
Food Security Coalition. Is there support from Amy we should ask for? 

Response: Could we ask them to stop through House General in regard to 
supporting us in LAOB Bill?  

Comment: Cannabis Bill & LAOB Bill are a LAOB priority.  

Comment: VCNAA will be in the Card Room this Friday. I’ll be there before 
9:30AM 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

● Reflections 
● Next Steps  
● Gratitudes 

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM 

 
Submitted by: Arealles Ortiz 


