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Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

March 16, 2026, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton 

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz 

 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 11AM 

Attendees Not Present: 

Board 

● Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

● Brian Cina, National Association of 
Social Workers 

● Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) 

● Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice 
Alliance 

● Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice 
Alliance 

● Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation 
Ecosystem 

● Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric 
Survivors 

● Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs, VT Council on Native 
American Affairs 
 

Staff: Arealles Ortiz, Jean Hamilton, Ornella 
Matta-Figueroa, Kiah Morris 

 

 Kirsten Murphy, Vermont 
Developmental Disability Council 

 Emily Carris-Duncan, Vermont Every 
Town Project 
 Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity 

 

Guests & Public   
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1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Name, Nominating Organization 
Agenda: 

 Check In: What is your internal weather report? 
 Review 3.9.26 DRAFT Minutes  
 LAOB Bill update & next steps  
 LAOB Strategy: FY27 appropriations  

2. Discussion/ 
Updates 

Review 3.9.26 Draft Minutes: 

Zach Hughes makes a motion to approve so we can move into requests 
for amendments/edits 
Alyysaa Beauchamp seconds that motion 
Dan Coutu abstains due to absence 

All in favor of approving minutes as presented 
 

LAOB Bill update: 

We tried to get some components of LAOB Act passed with a statement 
of intent, tax study, and land security work group. Talked with chair of 
House Committee on General and Housing, the suggestion was to look at 
other vehicles. 

We could look at what is coming over from the senate related to housing 
and see if we can get the land security working group piece from our bill 
into a housing or land use bill.  

For the tax study piece of our bill, we may want to designate someone 
with a good relationship to the chair of House Ways and Means to see if 
she would consider adding it into a miscellaneous tax bill. 

Question: What does “crossover” mean? 

Response: The deadline for a bill/budget to be passed out of their 
committee of jurisdiction to the House and then the Senate or vice versa. 

Comment:  

S.325: An act relating to studying the creation of model bylaws would be 
an appropriate vehicle for the land security working group. If LAOB is to 
be responsible for the land security working group, we could fund that 
from our FY27 budget if it’s fully funded. But if we only receive our base 
appropriation, we will not be able to fund this working group. 

Shared strategy notes to committee members ‘H.826 An act Relating to 
Land Access and Opportunity’ 
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Comment: It appears S.325 bill made the senate cross over. It’ll go to the 
floor of the senate this week. A suggestion would be we monitor the bill 
as it crosses through the senate, start talking to the House Committee on 
Environment, and plan on who we approach and how. 

Question: What are the concepts from the LAOB Bill that we would like 
to move into vehicles? & What are the vehicles we are targeting? 

Response:  

-Land Security Working Group: to generate an assessment regarding 
disparate economic impacts on Act 250, 181, and relevant land use 
policies. The vehicle could be S.325: An act relating to studying the 
creation of model bylaws 

-Preservation of affordable housing tax report: The vehicle could be a 
Miscellaneous Tax Bill, H.993. We could talk with Emilie Kornheiser to 
see if she would consider it. If we think house committee is resistant, we 
could look at who’s on the Senate committee and see where the tax bill 
goes. 

Question: If we go through with the miscellaneous tax bill, do we want to 
get funding to do that research? Or is there an existing institutional body 
that would be tasked to do that work? 

Response: We’re asking two bodies to do that work together. The joint 
fiscal office, which is the legislative branch, and dept of taxes in the 
executive branch to work together on this study.  

Next Steps: Find vehicles for the 2 pieces of the LAOB Bill, check in 
with the tax study this week and talk with House Environment Committee 
to see if we can get an agreement to add in our Land Security Working 
Group.  

LAOB Strategy: FY27 appropriations: 

House appropriations will be taking up our appropriations this week. Tom 
Stevens, our liaison in the House Appropriations Committee, has made it 
clear that there is a lack of funding. We are in the governors recommend 
at a base funding that is 3% over from last year. Our proposed budget this 
year reflects a 10% increase in our base and an additional one-time 
investment of $1.4 million. We are actively working to help the 
lawmakers understand that LAOB budget is a high impact way to catalyze 
effectiveness across housing and land access systems.  
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We have heard from Rep. Stevens that now would be a good time to hear 
from a few constituents in the districts to speak on the high leverage work 
the LAOB is doing. 

Question: How do we invite our community members into the legislation 
processes that honors lobbying laws? 

Response: That should be cultivated here via public comment to get the 
constituencies plugged into what the LAOB is and does.  

Concluding Comments: 

-Senate passed out PR.4 last Wednesday 

-S.193 has gone out of committee and is heading for the Senate Floor. 

In the Chat: H849 approved by House seeking to create a legal pathway to 
sue federal agents for constitutional violations. We are watching it. 

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

● Reflections 
● Next Steps: 

 
- 3/30 Meeting LAOB Policy Update: Cannabis, right to grow food, 

Act 250, Act 181, Act 59 
 
- Find vehicles for 2 pieces of the LAOB Bill, check in with the tax 

study this week and talk with House Environment Committee to 
see if we can get an agreement to see if they can add in our Land 
Security Working Group.  

● Gratitudes 

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM 

 

Submitted by: Arealles Ortiz 


