Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee
March 23,2026 11:00 AM-12:00 PM

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton, Ornella Matta-Figueroa

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz

Attendees

Not Present:

Board

Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental
Disability Council

Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice
Alliance

Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric Survivors
Brian Cina, National Association of Social
Workers

Staff: Arealles Ortiz, Jean Hamilton, Ornella
Matta-Figueroa

e Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native
American Affairs, VT Council on Native
American Affairs

e Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation Ecosystem
Inc.

e Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice
Alliance

Tentative:

- Kirsten Murphy, Vermont
Developmental Disability Council

- Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity

- Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee
for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)

Guests & Public: None

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 1AM

1. Introductions & | Agenda:
Check-in 1. Check Ins: Name, Nominating Organization

Question: What did you have for breakfast this morning?
2. Review 3.16.26 DRAFT Minutes

3. Round Robin:

4. Public comment

-What are your legislative priorities for the week?
-What are you currently tracking/working on?
-Opportunity for discussion




2. Discussion/
Updates

Review 3.16.26 DRAFT Minutes:

Susan Aranoff makes a motion to approve minutes, so we move into discussion
and amendments.

Zach Hughes seconds the motion

Amendments: “Approached General Housing, they said there are other vehicles
we could add pieces of this bill into” to “Talked with chair of House Committee
on General and Housing the suggestion was to look at other vehicles’

Grammar error; “Emilie Cornheizer” to “Emilie Kornheiser”

All were in favor

Legislative Updates:

S.193: Forensics Facility Bill: We submitted a short-written testimony
and attachments. Concerned about institutionalization of this Bill. We’ve
discussed this for a long time. We already did work for the legislature
back in 2022-2023. I think there are alternatives that are being missed.

We’re also following S.193: Forensic Bill which is in Senate Institutions.
Feel like this is part of the criminalization of people with addictions,
disabilities, and mental health struggles.

S.328: An act relating to housing and common interest communities
Sen. Alison Clarkson is going to do a walk through this bill. It creates a
permanent task force to create service supported housing.

$3 Million for VHCB to develop housing was taken out of the Bill.

The housing position at the Department for Disabilities Aging, and
Independent Living (DAIL) was also taken out of the Bill. But there has
been a position put into the budget for a housing person for all of DAILs
people

PR.4: Declaration of rights; government for the people; equality of
rights. We are watching. It’s being taken up in House Judiciary.

H.933 Misc Tax Bill: Got voted onto the committee. We should be
tracking it and go to the senate committee and see if we could get them to
take testimony on the issue and consider adding the tax study there.




- H.772 Landlord tenant bill: An act relating to residential rental
agreements, eviction procedures, and the creation of the positive rental
payment credit reporting pilot program. Concerned this bill may give
landlords too much freedom.

- There was a Bill related to housing solutions or housing pools. It’s like a
housing omnibus Bill for promoting housing development and financing.
Thought this bill might be vehicle for the land security working group.

- H.814 — Neurological Rights and Artificial Intelligence passed out of the
House. If it makes it thorough the Senate and passes into law, Vermont
would be the 1% state to establish neurological rights and privacy of the
brain before the mass use of neurotechnology.

Question: Is H.772 Landlord tenant bill going to pass?
Response: Not clear on how it’s going to play out.

Question: Is HHAV doing advocacy on this landlord-tenant bill? Does
VHCB/HCC have a position?

Response: It would be helpful to ask VHCB what the strengths and challenges of
this bill and report are back.

LAOB Updates:

Land-use planning work is heating up. There is a rally 3/24 at the statehouse
calling for a repeal of ACT 181, Act 250 reform policy. It’s being called by a
rural coalition. We may need to do healing with this community and create a
movement strategy.

We have a webinar 3/24 9:30-10:30AM on the right to grow food and the
municipal exemption tomorrow: https://www.ruralvermont.org/municipal-
exemption-2026

There is a converging happening. Blind spots are related to how these housing
laws are going to impact low-income homes/farms who want to build on their
land.

Link shared: https://www.change.org/p/repeal-vermont-act-181

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps

e Reflections
e Announcements:

Ice-cream social at the statehouse with DDHI folks 3PM 3/26.
e Next Steps:




- (Jean) Connect with Pollaidh/Gus about VHCB's position on H.772
landlord tenant bill and report back.
- Work on the next steps for 2 vehicles (including the tax study & land
security working group from LAOB Bill) with Brian.

e QGratitudes

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM

Submitted By: Arealles Ortiz



