Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee
March 9, 2026, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM

Meeting Facilitator: Ornella Matta-Figueroa

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz

Attendees Not Present:
Board
e Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental e Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native
Disability Council American Affairs, VT Council on Native
e Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation American Affairs ' )
Ecosystem Inc. e Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice
. _ Alliance
° Ma.rk Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice e Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric
Alliance e Survivors
e Brian Cina, National Association of e Kirsten Murphy, Vermont Developmental
Social Workers Disability Council

e Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee for | Tentative:

Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) ) )
- Emily Carris-Duncan, Vermont Every

Staff: Jean Hamilton, Arealles Ortiz, Ornella Town Project

Matta-Figueroa, Kiah Morris - Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity

Guests & Public

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 1AM

1. Introductions & | Name, Nominating Organization
Check-in -Check-in: How are you feeling with the time change?
-Review Draft Minutes: 3.2.26
-Round Robin:

- What are your legislative priorities for the week?

- What are you currently tracking/working on?
-Public comment




2. Discussion/
Updates

Minutes Review 3.2.26:

Alyssa Beauchamp makes a motion to approve so we can move into
requests for amendments and edits

Mark Hughes seconds that motion
Amendments to minutes:

Page 2: ‘Heard how is this board involved in this? Staff asked that we form a
Land Security Working Group to look at these policies via LAOB Bill” to ‘Staff
want to and intend to create the working group. We have been laying
groundwork for the past two years.’

Page 3: ‘S.328 and rental assistance are moving along fine’ to ‘Rental
assistance is not okay.’

Page 3: ‘This is an issue adjacent to LAOBs mission’ to ‘The mission of LAOB
was reinstated with concerns that the public comment testimony given was
not a priority of discussion at this Policy Committee meeting. This is an
issue adjacent to LAOBs mission.

Allin favor of approving the minutes and amendments presented.

Round Robin:
What are your legislative priorities for the week?
What are you currently tracking/working on?

1. S.278: We have activity going on with the cannabis bill. The cannabis
equity coalition and LAOB have been focusing on section 29 with
recommendations for the appropriations. There is a medical piece
we are pushing, tweaks on tax revenue & small producers, and
public consumption expungement piece is still outstanding.

- PR.4:The proposal for equal protections constitutional amendment
is coming up for a vote this week.

- H.382: An act relating to data collection in the criminal justice
system; a data transparency bill that is in the House Judiciary. We
hope itis going to get picked back up

- 8.301: An actrelating to miscellaneous amendments to the
prohibitions on discrimination was picked up in senate judiciary. Its
companion bill H.905, a short civil rights bill is in the House. We are
trying to get traction.




Question: What aspect of civil rights are S.301 & H.905 focused on? What’s
the topic?

Response: They address public accommodation, housing, employment as
well as hate crimes. They also are modernizing, unifying, and expanding civil
rights protections.

2. We have been looking at legislation that increases immigration
enforcement. Our community has been frightened. We received a
memo from the government saying that they are able to detain any
refugee who has been here for 1 year and does not have legal
permanent residency; green card.

- Ifsomeone s here for 1 year, they could apply for a green card, but
then it typically takes up to 2 years for refugees to obtain that. Is a
notice of receipt enough?

- Federal legislation has changed. Now, Immigrations Customs
Enforcement can detain people for as long as it takes for an
interview.

- US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) is leading a
sub-committee at ONA (Office of New Americans) that is supported
by LAOB. We have been looking at existing research for housing
service providers and advocates. We would like to talk directly with
New Americans to hear their housing experiences and challenges.
LOAB has floated the offer of funding. We sent the offer to our Chair.

- Beenfollowing S.142: An act relating to a pathway to licensure for
internationally trained physicians and medical graduates. We have
been providing testimony.

Question: What is the LAOB funding?

Response: It’s not funded but there was an offer to hire a contractor,
researcher, to work with the ONA subcommittee. It would be a short project
to conduct structured interviews with New Americans about their housing
experience. It also helps develop a case of why ONA is important to this
state.

**PIN: Would love to talk again about this project with USCRI and the
research about ONA. In short, it is a research mandated working group that
is asking frontline providers to participate with no resources.

**PIN: Are any of these civil rights bills addressing this direct federal
encroachment we are hearing?




3. Liberation Ecosystem is not advocating for any specific bills and
yield this time for the next person.

4. S.308: Committee housing bill is in the Senate Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs. According to
their agenda, they are expected to vote on March 13th.

- 8.193: Forensic facility bill is also in the Senate Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs. They took out
‘brain disease and defect’ language and putin new language. We
think it’s going to go over to the house.

- We are not actively working on rental assistance yet but were
expecting to get words on paper this Wednesday or Thursday in
House & Human Services Committee.

5. There are concerns around a tenant rights bill that is looking more
like a landlord rights bill. It’s in the housing committee and going into
the judiciary committee.

- Inthe health care committee, we are trying to work on a
private equity bill that limits corporate medicine in private
equity.

- H.814: An act relating to neurological rights and the use of
artificial intelligence technology is in health and human
services. It looks like the health care committee is going to
pass the bill this week. It would make Vermont the first state
to establish neurological rights in law; to say our brains are
private spaces.

- Concerned about a lack of a bold vision for housing. There is
interest in pieces of LAOB Bill. Asked if a piece of the LAOB
Bill be included in the landlord tenant bill.

- Would like to discuss the replacements of the women’s
facility bill.

6. LAOB was recommended $1M back through BAA. It was
recommended by the governor, house, and senate. We have that
money now and the application. It looks like LAOB could put out all
of their money on time.

Comment: With organizational development experience, wins should be
celebrated out loud. Feeling overwhelmed by these updates




Question: How was this round robin for you? Hoping this prototype would
create more space for group dialogue.

Response: Liked how we used timers to give every voice a chance. If we
want these legislative updates to be a dialogue, we could build in a section
for discussion. We could also flag things to bring up at next meeting.

We spend a lot of time with the minutes and hope we could have more time
for discussion.

Response: Maybe we could have minutes review before the meeting and
shorten the time for minutes review on the agenda to 2 minutes.

In the chat: This was super helpful to bring back to the team. Our colleagues
have so many conversations with Liberation Ecosystem community
members, and it's great for them to know who is doing what types of
advocacy during this actual legislative session.

In Closing: We are grateful for you all.

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps

® Reflections

@ Next Steps:

-Prepare a staff presentation about the land use policies for policy
committee.

Bike rack:

(Jean): Would love to talk again about this project with USCRI and the
research about ONA. In short, it is unfunded research mandated working
group that is asking frontline providers to participate with no resources.
(Jean): Are any of these civil rights bills addressing this direct federal
encroachment we are hearing?

-(Brian): Would like to discuss the replacements of the women'’s facility bill.

-Which Bills should committee members be keeping track of?
-Schedule date for Policy Platform Work Plan

-Follow up with Susan about the possibility to present S.193 topic to SFA;
Keep it solutions focused.

® Gratitudes

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM

Submitted by: Arealles Ortiz




