Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee
March, 30, 2026, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz

Attendees Not Present:
Board
e Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice e Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation Ecosystem
Alliance Ine.
e Brian Cina, National Association of Tentative:
Social Workers - Kirsten Murphy, Vermont
e Mary Gerisch, NAACP Rutland Developmental Disability Council

- Xusana Davis, Office of Racial Equity
- Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee
for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)

e Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric
Survivors

e Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice
Alliance

e Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental
Disability Council

e Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native
American Affairs, VT Council on Native
American Affairs

Staff:

Arealles Ortiz, Jean Hamilton, Kiah Morris

Guests & Public

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 1AM

1. Introductions & | Agenda :

Check-in -Check-in: Name, Nominating Organization
-Prompt: What did you do this weekend?
-Review 3.23.26 Draft Minutes




- Committee member updates

- Staff Policy Update: Cannabis, H826, LAOB appropriation, right to grow food,
Act 250, Act 181, Act 59

- Public Comment

2. Discussion/
Updates

Review Draft Minutes 3.23.26:

Zach Hughes makes a motion to approve minutes as presented
Susan Aranoff seconds that motion

Mary Gerisch abstains due to absence

Jaada Longmore abstains due to absence

All in favor

Committee member updates:

-Aprill 1% is the exit date for many people who are homeless in hotels. If they
have used up their 80 days, they will be outside. Continuing to track legislation.

Question: Does the 80 days start over in July?
Response: Since it’s not in statute this year there isn’t a clear answer.

-S.328: An act relating to housing and common interest communities is getting
testimony this week in House Committee on General and Housing. Kirsten
might be testifying.

Question: Does anyone know about the public hearing taking place at the
statehouse?

Response: There will be a Special Public Hearing on 3/31 about 3/11 S.
Burlington ICE Operation. Gathering at 4:30PM in the cedar creek room,
Hearing in house chambers 5-7PM.

-H.772: An act relating to residential rental agreements, eviction procedures, and
the creation of the positive rental payment credit reporting pilot program has
passed.

Comment: For HUD leases, they don’t allow no-cause evictions. We will have a
situation where the state allows no-cause evictions and HUD doesn’t. People
will have to take their case up to federal court.

-PR.4: Equal Protection & Constitutional Amendment; waiting to see if it comes
up in House Committee on Judiciary.

H.499: An act relating to establishing the Task Force to Study and Develop
Reparation Proposals for the Institution of Chattel Slavery in House Committee
on General and Housing is dead.




H.451: An act relating to promoting racial and economic justice in House
Committee on General and Housing is dead.

H.184: An act relating to establishing a community health center pilot program
in House Committee on Human Services is dead.

H.382: An act relating to data collection in the criminal justice system in House
Committee on Judiciary is dead.

H.361: An act relating to creating municipal and regional civilian oversight of
law enforcement in House Committee on Government Operations and Military
Affairs is dead.

H.357: An act relating to the Office of Racial Equity in House Committee on
Government Operations and Military Affairs is dead.

S.301: An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to the prohibitions on
discrimination in Senate Committee on Judiciary is dead.

Action Step: Explore, what is the movement strategy right now? For a Board
workshop/retreat this summer.

-It’s fair housing day on Wednesday and there will be testimony from the Human
Rights Commission at the Statehouse.

-LAOB FY27 budget will be in senate appropriations tomorrow.

Staff Policy Update: Cannabis, H826. LAOB appropriation, right to grow food,
Act 250, Act 181, Act 59

-Reviewed FY27 Appropriation Budget

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1 Yal32yorOW37LJ5Xa0MbaGplooWZL
OmvIlOtR285uBGM/edit?usp=sharing

LAOB got $1m back in BAA:

-$750k will go into a fund for grants and seed loans for small scale and
beginning developers who are interested in building housing.

-$250k will go to resilience hub grants.

Overview of LAOB Revenue Sources:

- Our FY27 budget is recommended in the Food Security Coalition Policy
Platform. HHAV is also advocating for us.




-Cannabis Control Board, Act 56 Report: Dedicate a portion of the cannabis
excise tax to the LAOB; matching governors recommend.

-ACT 69 Disabilities Housing Report: $157,500 for a Housing Navigator (within
the Housing Coach Program) with LAOB.

Question: Is there a professional development budget line item for board
members? We don’t need an answer right now.

Act 181, Act 250, Act 59:

The Rally was calling for repeal of Act 181.

We went to a VT Coalitions Traditions meeting. They are a group of people who
come together around hunting and angling. There were a lot of angry feelings for
folks who have not held control over the decision making and the narrative.

Response: There are opportunities to build a multi-racial democracy through
these discussions. Act 250 has caused harm toward Black generational wealth in
Vermont. There hasn’t been acknowledgement of the absence of farm ownership
and home ownership for Black folks in this state. There has been no effort to
name that harm. We need to start there.

We need to be intentional about having a conversation and work through
developing our own consensus of how to address this issue before we go out
there and engage in conversations.

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps

e Reflections
e Next Steps:
4/6/26 Meeting:
-Legislative updates
-Discuss Act 181, Act 250, Act 59: what it takes to create a multi-racial
democracy, consensus on LAOBs position
-Extending the meeting from 11:00AM-12:30PM

Future Steps:

-Explore, what is the movement strategy right now? For a Board
workshop/retreat this summer.

-Is there a professional development budget line- item for board members? We
don’t need an answer right now.

e QGratitudes

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM




Submitted By: Arealles Ortiz



