Land Access and Opportunity Board: Shelter for All
April 16,2026 12:00-1:00PM

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz

Attendance:

Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice Alliance (VRJA)

Mary Gerisch, NAACP

Susan Aranoft, Vermont Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC)
Mark Hughes, VRJA

Brian Cina, National Association of Social Workers

Staff: Ornella Matta-Figueroa, Jean Hamilton, Arealles Ortiz

Guests & Public:

Chad Simmons, Housing and Homelessness Alliance of Vermont (HHAV)

Not Present:
Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric Survivors
Tentative:

Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)

Agenda:

-Check In: Name, Nominating Organization
-Prompt: How do you feel today on a scale of 1 to 5? Where 1 is meh to 5 is awesome
-Review Draft Minutes 4.2.26
-Review 2026 Calendar Year Shelter for All Items:
- H.772: An act relating to residential rental agreements, eviction procedures, and the creation
of the positive rental payment credit reporting pilot program.



-H.938:
-Public Comment: No members of the public were present

Minutes:

Review Draft Minutes 4.2.26:

Mary Gerisch makes a motion to approve the minutes as presented
Susan Aranoff seconded that motion

Mark Hughes abstains due to one vote per organization

Chadd Simons abstains

All were in favor

Discussion:

Can folks on this committee fill out this survey?

New American Housing Service Provider/Advocate Survey

This survey is part of housing subcommittee work with The Office of New Americans. It is for
people who provide any kind of housing services or support for New Americans.

Should shelter-related policies continue to be analyzed in this committee? Should shelter-related
policies live only with the Policy Committee?

Response: It’s cool that this committee is taking some time to talk about what’s happening in the
policy landscape as it relates to shelter. This committee could be a place to get up to speed and
educate one another.

Response: This originally was an emergency committee in response to motel evictions. Anything
that would increase eviction or anything related to homelessness is appropriate in this group.

Response: Later in the year, it would be great for this committee to step back, reflect on this
committee’s journey, and write a committee charter.

H.772: An act relating to residential rental agreements, eviction procedures, and the creation
of the positive rental payment credit reporting pilot program.

The bill is coming from a tenant rights and tenant protections perspective. It’s looking to
expedite the eviction process of rental agreements for certain situations from 14 days to 5 days’



notice. This bill is also looking to expedite no trespassing for anyone coming onto their
properties that cause health and safety concerns. There was testimony shared from non-profit
housing providers about financial and safety concerns that are impacting their communities.
Many people are opposed to this bill and are concerned because it would exasperate
homelessness, people with disabilities, and those who are struggling financially. This bill is not
seeing as many legal protections and investment for organizations providing support.

Right now, reaching out to legislators in Senate Judiciary and Economic Development would be
really important and provide experienced examples of what expedited eviction timelines would
look like.

H.938: An act relating to establishing the Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum.

Vermont Homelessness response system would be in state statute. It defines shelter types,
services, programs, and sets in an appeals process. There is also a state funded rental assistance
pool that would use state dollars to fund rental assistance vouchers.

Comment: I think LAOB should write a memo that ties these two bills together and its impact on
homelessness. This is a moment to evoke our advisory powers.

Testimony yesterday, 4/15, on H.938 in Senate Health and Welfare:

https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/document/2026/27/Date/4-15-2026#documents-
section

HHAV’s advocacy page is specific to all of our testimony/memos on issues. H.938 is
Homelessness Response and H.772 is landlord/tenant policy:

https://helpingtohousevt.org/2026-state-advocacy/

Here is the most succinct summary of H.772:

https://helpingtohousevt.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/HHAV-H.772-Summary-
April32026.pdf

Comment: There might be a press conference next week on S.193: Forensic Facility Bill

Next Steps:

- Fill out this survey: New American Housing Service Provider/Advocate Survey

- LAOB should write a memo that ties H.772 & H.938 together as well as stating its impact on
homelessness.

Testimony yesterday, 4/15, on H.938 in Senate Health and Welfare:



https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/document/2026/27/Date/4-15-2026#documents-
section

HHAV’s advocacy page is specific to all of our testimony/memos on issues. H.938 is
Homelessness Response and H.772 is landlord/tenant policy:

https://helpingtohousevt.org/2026-state-advocacy/

- What’s going on with urgent needs right now in our unsheltered communities?
- Secure Housing Coach Program Plan
- Further discussion on:

- H.594: An act relating to establishing the Temporary Emergency Housing and
Accountability Program and the Return Home Program in fiscal years 2027 and 2028

- S.193: Forensic Facilities Bill



