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Land Access and Opportunity Board: Policy Committee 

 May 11, 2026, 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Meeting Facilitator: Jean Hamilton, Ornella Matta-Figeroa 

Notetaker: Arealles Ortiz 

 

Meeting Convened by Facilitator at 11AM 

1. Introductions & 
Check-in 

Agenda: 
-Check Ins: Name, Nominating Organization 
-Prompt: What’s your favorite movie or book, and why? 
-Memo Update: H.772 
-Public Comment 

2. Discussion/ 
Updates 

Memo Update: H.772: An act relating to residential rental agreements, eviction 
procedures, and the creation of the positive rental payment credit reporting pilot 
program. 

Attendees Not Present: 

Board: 

-Jaada Longmore, Vermont Racial Justice 
Alliance 

-Brian Cina, National Association of Social 
Workers 

-Susan Aranoff, Vermont Developmental 
Disability Council 

- Dan Coutu, VT Commission on Native 
American Affairs 

-Mark Hughes, Vermont Racial Justice 
Alliance 

Staff: Arealles Ortiz, Jean Hamilton, Ornella 
Matta-Figueroa 

 

● Zack Hughes, Vermont Psychiatric 
Survivors 

● Andre Comandon, Office of Racial Equity 
 
Tentative: 
 
- Kirsten Murphy, Vermont 

Developmental Disability Council 
- Alyssa Beauchamp, Liberation 

Ecosystem Inc. 
- Sonali Samarasinghe, US Committee 

for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) 

Guests & Public: No members of the public 
were present. 
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The bill is currently in Senate Economic Development. We could still send a 
memo.  

Comment: We should be careful before sending this memo. 

Question: What risks do you see of LAOB stating their observations about this 
Bill? 

Response: We need to be able to have a clear stance moving forward and 
identify if LAOB is prepared to do that. 

Impressions about the drafted Memo H.772: 

Comment: What strikes me as a real issue in this bill is that it seems to be about 
getting rid of people through eviction and focused to support landlords. There 
weren’t any provisions or support for giving people a place to land in 7 days. It’s 
unfair and unrealistic. 

Comment: It seems like this bill is still moving forward. There have been 
problems identified with this bill this whole time. The politics have felt like the 
voices from the tenants have surrendered earlier in the process. We like the 
memo, it’s really strong and punchy. LAOB on the record should share their 
concerns. 

Comment: The points brought out are definitely some of the areas the bill is 
problematic in. This is a good foundation for saying something, but we should 
be mindful of what we say. 

Comment: We could express concerns but maybe should not suggest an action as 
an organization. 

Comment: There was a good point made about slowing the bill down. There 
could be an assessment and serve as an advisory partner. 

Comment: H.772 hasn’t been voted on yet. We shouldn’t worry about making it 
any different than what it is now. The main points are really pop and we still 
have time to say anything further.  

Comment in the Chat: We could recommend naming equity analysis to LAOB 
and then tie that to our recommended one-time program dollars. 

Comment: The memo was pointing at a lot of areas of the bill, and it felt like a 
critique which is okay. If we send something in, we could simplify it a little. We 
could say the bill contains multiple provisions that speed up the eviction process 
but are missing tenant rights. Don’t think we should be offering to help fix 
situation. Instead of launching a program, we can do tenant engagement with 
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partners to learn what is driving problematic evictions, look at who is being 
targeted such as people with chronic health, and substance abuse.  

Staff Proposal: Ornella is taking the notes to put into a memo. This process fits 
squarely into staff being able to submit a memo to economic development 
without a board vote.  

The questions in the draft regarding LAOBs next steps combined with the 
structural analysis suggestion could be brought to shelter committee.  

3. Process Check-
in, Next Steps 

 

 

● Reflections 
 

Next Steps:  
- The questions in the draft regarding LAOBs next steps combined with the 
structural analysis suggestion could be brought to shelter committee.  

-We might want to look at the most current version to see if our concerns have 
been addressed. 
 

-LAOB Policy Update: 181, FY26Appropriation, Cannabis Updates 
 
-Committee Member Announcements/Updates 
 
-Review 5.4.26, 5.6.26 Minutes 
 
● Gratitudes 

Meeting Adjourned at 12PM 

 

Submitted By: Arealles Ortiz 


